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Principal’s Message 

Welcome to the 2012-2013 school year!  We are off to a great start, thanks to the 

outstanding group of students and staff at WDHS.  This year, we welcome seven 

new teachers and one new paraprofessional to our faculty (see the articles later in 

this newsletter for more details).  Additionally, we welcome Mr. Feldmann to his 

new role as assistant principal, as Mr. Hlubek is now the activities director for 

Western Dubuque High School and Drexler Middle and Intermediate School. 
 

Additionally, on behalf of WDHS, we would like to welcome the new Shopko store 

to Dyersville.  Shopko held its grand opening on Sept. 13, 2012, during which they 

presented a check to Western Dubuque High School in the amount of $2,500 (see 

photograph on page 10).  We wish the new store the best of luck and greatly appre-

ciate the donation. 
 

Because student safety is always a primary concern at WDHS, we annually practice 

fire, tornado, and lockdown drills.  This year, we will also be practicing an evacua-

tion drill, during which all students will be moved to a different location.  WD 

schools work cooperatively with Dubuque County Law enforcement, Dubuque 

County Emergency Management authorities, and our local emergency responders to 

plan for the safety of our students in emergency situations.  We are very thankful 

for the support given by these organizations. 
 

Lastly, our teachers at WDHS have been working on the creation of teacher Web 

pages which can be found on our website.  Teachers will be listing information 

about their courses in an effort to better communicate with parents and students.  

Our goal is to open the lines of communication between teachers and our school 

families. 
 

A special thanks to Mrs. Kratochwill and the students in the new Creative Writing 

and Journalistic Publications course for creating this Bobcat Bulletin (see the article 

on page 11). The students did a great job. 
 

Dave Hoeger, Principal 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Parent/Teacher conferences will be held from 3:30-8:00 p.m. on October 30, 2012 and 

November1, 2012 in the main gymnasium.  Students will be released two hours early 

on both of these days and will not have school on Friday, November 2, 2012.   
 

First quarter report cards will be handed out during Parent/Teacher Conferences. We 

look forward to seeing everyone there!    

Dave Hoeger 

Principal 

Jacob Feldmann 

Assistant Principal  

This newsletter is also accessible through our website at: www.wdhs.w-dubuque.k12.ia.us 
 

If you are getting this newsletter in the US mail and would prefer a digital copy sent to your 

email, please contact Laura Hoerner at Laura.Hoerner@w-dubuque.k12.ia.us or call her at 

563-876-3442 ext. 3001.   

http://www.wdhs.w-dubuque.k12.ia.us/
mailto:laura.hoerner@w-dubuque.k12.ia.us
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Yearbook Information  
BY BEN RESSLER, YEARBOOK ADVISOR  
 

Attention Seniors: Senior portraits are due to Mr. Ressler by Dec. 14.  Contact your photographer and have 

them email a copy to Mr. Ressler (ben.ressler@w-dubuque.k12.ia.us) ASAP.  If you are unable to get a hold of 

your photographer, you can bring in a wallet of your portrait as a last resort.   
 

Books for Sale: The 2013 Yearbooks are on sale for $57.  March is your last chance to order a 2013 Yearbook.  

We order the exact number of books purchased, so don’t miss out!  This year’s book is the largest book yet!  The yearbook class has 

already taken over 3,000 photos and hopes to take another 3,000 during homecoming week alone!   Get your yearbook today!  Bring 

a $57 check to Alice in the activities office to reserve yours today.   

Mole Day! 
BY JERRY ROSS, CHEMISTRY INSTRUCTOR  

National Mole Day is celebrated annually on Oct. 23 from 6:02 a.m. to 6:02 p.m.  Mole Day commemorates Avogadro’s 

number (6.02 x 1023), which is a basic measuring unit in chemistry. As 12 is a dozen things, a mole is 6.02 x 1023 things. 

Mole Day was created as a way to foster interest in chemistry. Schools throughout the United States and around the world 

celebrate Mole Day with various activities related to chemistry and/or moles. 
 

Western Dubuque students will celebrate on Oct. 24 and 25. Students will research the National Mole Day Federation Web Page 

(www.moleday.org) and bring mole-related treats, or anything they can relate to the mole to celebrate mole day.  See your resident chemis-

try student for more information on Mole Day. 

Changes for WDHS 
 

WRITTEN BY BROOKE BOCKENSTEDT 
 

Western Dubuque High School is changing —big time! The high school’s library is barely recognizable with its new carpet, 

chairs, and much-needed computers. The library additions now enable the students to study in an inviting area, but the biggest 

transformations are yet to come. 
 

Music facilities are on the horizon for WDHS. New choir and band rooms, as well as an auditorium, are in the sketchbooks for 

Western Dubuque. The school’s musicians will have many more opportunities with these additions.  The music groups will no 

longer need to compete with sports for the gymnasium. Not only will the groups have the chance for more rehearsals, but the re-

hearsals will also be more efficient and consist of higher-quality music making. Nearby classrooms will not be disturbed by the 

rehearsals, and the groups will be able to break off into more sections for practice. The performers will not be the only people who 

benefit from the auditorium. The audience will receive better sound from the entertainers, and the seating will be more comforta-

ble. 
 

The construction schedule is scheduled to begin in the spring/summer of 2013.  Ms. Tipple and Mr. Omarzu, along with the music 

students, would like to add their thanks to all those who helped make this project possible. The bands and choirs are eager for the 

upcoming opportunities! 

Fall Concert  
 

BY CHRISTINE TIPPLE, VOCAL MUSIC DIRECTOR 
 
 

On Tuesday, Oct. 16, the Vocal Music Department will be presenting their Fall Concert begin-

ning at 7:00 p.m. in the old gym.  This concert will feature the Concert Choir as well as the newly 

formed Treble and Bass Choirs.  The students auditioning for All-State will also be perform-

ing.  Admission is by donation.   
 

All-State Auditions:  On Oct. 20, eight Western Dubuque singers will travel to Manchester to 

audition for the Iowa All-State Honor Choir.  Thousands of students from every high school in 

Iowa will be trying out for the 600 places available in the choir.  The auditioning students have 

been working on the music since August.  Each student attends the Meistersinger All-State Camp at Wartburg College to begin 

learning the music and then practices each week in the morning until the audition date. 
 

For the auditions, students must prepare seven pieces of very difficult music written in a variety of languages (including Hai-

tian!).  On the day of their audition, they will be given a small section of each piece to audition on and must audition a capella 

(without piano accompaniment), either alone in front of the judge or in an ensemble of two-four, one on each voice part. 

The audition and selection process is extremely difficult, and the students have been working very hard.  The students auditioning 

are as follows: Brooke Bockenstedt – soprano; Kirsten Anderson – soprano; Katelyn Soat – alto; Brianna Kennedy – alto; Ashley 

Snyder – alto; Ali Brown – alto; Luke Maiers – tenor; and Devin Watters – bass.  Best of luck! 

mailto:ben.ressler@w-dubuque.k12.ia.us
http://www.moleday.org/
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Partner’s Club 

BY LAURIE FALLON, STRATEGIST II SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACH-

ER 

There is a new club at Western Dubuque High School: Part-

ner’s Club. This year, there are currently 36 members of this 

club at WDHS.  What is it?   It is a unique school-based pro-

gram that teams students with and without intellectual disabili-

ties together.  Partner’s Club members spend time together 

enjoying social, academic, and recreation activities in the 

school and community.  It provides opportunities to build stu-

dent character, increase acceptance of “different abilities,” and 

develop leadership skills. Partner’s Club works very closely 

with volunteering to help with the Special Olympics team at 

Western Dubuque High School.  One of the platforms of the 

Partner’s Club is the “Spread the Word to End the Word” cam-

paign, which raises awareness of the derogatory use of the “R-

Word” (retard or retarded) and its negative effects on people 

with intellectual disabilities, as well as their families and 

friends. It is also about changing attitudes of segregation and 

hate into attitudes of acceptance and respect.  Look for some 

great things to happen with the Partner’s Club this school year! 

An Introduction from Deputy Jenaman 

Hello parents!  My name is Deputy Jenaman, and I am the School Resource Officer (SRO) at Western Dubuque High School.  Your 

child may have mentioned that there is now a police officer at the school, and they are correct.  I am a deputy for the Dubuque Coun-

ty Sheriff's Office, and this position was recommended by Sheriff Don Vrotsos.  It was then approved by the Dubuque County Board 

of Supervisors, as well as the superintendent.   

What this means is that one day each week I will be working at the high school.  This is not in reaction to anything  that has hap-

pened.  It is simply a proactive measure that has been  occurring in schools across America for many years.  I am there as a  positive 

role model to the students and someone who can be a resource  to them as well as the staff.  When necessary, and with the discretion  

of the school, I will also be present to enforce the law, as our primary goal is safety for everyone in the school community.   If you 

have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at the school. 

Front, left to right:  Nathan Laughlin, Brandon Klein, Sabrina Vonder-

haar, Brittany Schmitt, Sam Donovan, Michelle Neumann, Stacy Kass, 

Amber Gansen  Middle, left to right:  Zach Sargent, Lee Greenwood, 

Crystal Brown, Meranda Gaul, Caleb Ernzen, Jeff Leibold, Brennen 

Koopmann 

Top, left to right:  Allie Girard, Janelle Morrison, Mark Zalaznik, Shelby 

McDermott, Jessica Schmitt, Katie Turnmeyer, Miranda Thomas, Andrew 

Burns 

Missing from the photo:  Marilu Gomez, Lizzy Goedken, Nicole Meyer, 

Brandon Weber, Abby Japser, Rebecca Hoefler, Samantha Link, Jaclyn 

Sahm, Amanda Fritz, Danielle Schmitt, Emily Schlarmann, Chelsie 

Pfeiler, Emily Goedken, Shelby Heiderscheit, Jeremy Feldmann, Kaylee 

Petersen, Marla Schreiber  

A Summary of Homecoming Week 
BY BREANNA REISEN 
 

Homecoming Week was full of excitement! This year Homecoming Week was Sept. 24-29, and the theme of the week was Bobcat 

Olympics: The Bobcats Go for the Gold. On Saturday and Sunday, students came to the school to decorate their hallways and the 

town. The week started off with Beach Day (see photograph on page 10), where all the students dressed up in their most festive 

beach attire. Also on Monday, all of the students took part in voting for Homecoming king and queen. The extended-fourth Olympics 

began; the first game of the week was the claw walk. On Tuesday, students impersonated their favorite celebrities for Celebrity Day. 

The extended fourth Olympic game of the day was powder-puff football. Meanwhile, in the old parking lot, the car show had begun. 

Mathletes vs. Athletes was Wednesday’s dress-up day. The game of this day was the three-legged race. Thursday was 

Hunting/Camouflage Day, and the extended-fourth activity was tug-of-war. And, of course, Friday was Spirit Day, where all of the 

students dressed in their most spirited Bobcat wear. Friday also brought the pep rally and the parade. Finally, later that day, there was 

the big game, where Western Dubuque took on Oelwein, which was followed by the Homecoming dance on Saturday night.  

*Due to the publication date of the Bobcat Bulletin, these events have been summarized prior to their occurrence. For more information, check the Western 

Dubuque High School Westerner Website: www.westerner-wd.blogspot.com, or see our publications in the Dyersville Commercial and the Cascade Pio-

neer. 

http://www.westerner-wd.blogspot.com
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New Additions to the Bobcat Family: Mrs. Waterman 

 
PHOTOGRAPH BY KAITLYN SOLA 

INTERVIEW BY SARA MCAULIFFE  
 

Are you enjoying being a Bobcat thus far? Yes, I love it.  

Why did you decide to come to our school? I wanted to be a mom and a teacher at the same time!  

How do you think the choirs are doing this year? They are doing really well; I am overly impressed with all the talent 

and dedication.  

What made you want to become a choir teacher? When I was pre-chiropractic, I found myself sitting around a piano or 

singing at weddings to fulfill my soul.  

What is your favorite song the choirs are singing this year? I can’t choose; I love all the songs and choirs equally.  

How is the Aristocats choir doing so far? Aristocats has been a lot of fun, and they have the desire to be great, which I adore.  

How do you think the Aristocats and concert choir will do? I think we shall do well, and we will have a lot of improvement vocally and with 

the choreography by the time competitions come.  

What do you teach? I teach treble choir, Aristocats, voice lessons, and kindergarten at Farley.  
 

 

 

An Interview with Ms. Digmann 

PHOTOGRAPH BY KAITLYN SOLA 

INTERVIEW BY MARCUS INGLES 

 

 

Why did you decide to become a teacher?  I enjoyed working with kids in sports camps and enjoyed communicating 

with people. 

What made you choose WD?  I was informed by a family member about the opening, and it was close to home. 

How do you like your experience so far?  I’m really enjoying all the staff and students; it is really a great experience so 

far. 

How much schooling do you have?  I have my high school diploma and five years at the University of Iowa. 

Where else have you taught?  I was a long-term sub at Cedar Rapids Kennedy, and I also got the opportunity to student teach over in New Zea-

land. 

Are you furthering your education?  I am working to get all my social studies endorsements. 

Are you helping with any after-school activities?  I am coaching eighth grade volleyball at Drexler Middle School, and I am hoping to get 

more involved as the year goes on. 

What do you like to do in your free time?  I like to read, work out., watch movies, and sports.   
 

 

 

Welcome, Ms. Rose! 

PHOTOGRAPH BY KAITLYN SOLA 

INTERVIEW BY JOHNNY MOLONY 
 

What classes do you teach here at Western Dubuque? I teach Intro to Business, Computer Applications, Personal Fi-

nance, Business Law, and Economics. 

How are you liking things at Western Dubuque? I am loving it! 

What activities or groups are you a part of, and what do you plan to do with these groups? I’m one of the co-

sponsors of FBLA, and we are working on the blood drive in spring, the state competition, amusing fundraisers, and ad-

vancing to Nationals this summer in Anaheim, California.  

Where did you go to college? St. Ambrose University.  

Have you always lived  in Iowa? Yes, Donohue is my hometown. 

What are three facts people would be surprised to know about you? I’m a sports fanatic and a big Hawkeye fan! I was a Kosama instructor in 

Davenport. Kosama is an eight-week workout plan that works to reduce fat and build lean muscles through strength training, aerobic stretching 

and polymeric exercise such as kickboxing. I’ve also been to five countries in Europe. 

 

 



Stop Here and Meet Mr. McLaughlin 
 

PHOTOGRAPH BY KAITLYN SOLA 

INTERVIEW  BY MEGAN KEMP 

How long have you been teaching?  I taught in Algona from 1973 to 1979. I became a Chevrolet car dealer that year. In 

2005, I started Autowise Driver Education.  

What classes do you teach?  I teach Introduction to Technology, Manufacturing 1, Manufacturing 3, Fundamentals of 

Manufacturing, and Autowise Driver Education. 

What do you like about teaching at Western Dubuque High School?  The students are really great. It’s really fun seeing 

kids learn new things. 

What town do you live in?  Cascade, Iowa. 

What are some of your hobbies?  I love to ride motorcycles. I like picnics and hiking. I really love stargazing; I even own a telescope! It’s so 

cool looking at all the constellations. I’m a big fan of college and high school football. My favorite college team is the Hawkeyes. I also enjoy 

woodworking. I build grandfather clocks, cradles, toy boxes, and baby beds for my family.  

What is your favorite color?  Red. 

What is your worst fear?  I don’t really have a fear. In the past, everyday has been a challenge, and I’ve had to rally up to the challenge. Every-

one should accomplish goals, but they need to challenge themselves. 

If you could live on any planet, which one would you live on?  I would love to travel the whole universe, but if had to pick just one it would 

have to be Mars. Right now, we are really close to being able to walk on Mars. I think it would really cool to experience, and I’m a big Trekkie.  
 

 

¡Hola Senora Olivera! 

PHOTOGRAPH BY KAITLYN SOLA 

BY OLIVIA NAUMAN 

 

Recently, I had the opportunity to meet with one of our new teachers, Ms. Olivera, to get to know her a bit better. Olivera 

is a freshman and sophomore Spanish teacher here at Western Dubuque High School. Before teaching here, she taught at 

Lady of Guadalupe, a Spanish-American school. Originally, she was born in Argentina and moved to Spain at the age of 

4. Ms. Olivera worked as an architect for five years before becoming a teacher. She attended University of Granada in 

Spain. When asked what she enjoyed most about teaching at WD, she happily said, “The fun students!” 

 

 

 

An Interview with Mr. Rolwes  
 

PHOTOGRAPH BY KAITLYN SOLA 

INTERVIEW BY MEGAN SAMSON  

 

What classes do you teach?  Accounting 1 and 2, Entrepreneurship, and Personal Finance.  

Where did you graduate from?  Western Dubuque High School and Simpson College . 

What made you want to become a teacher?  I enjoy working with kids and watching them progress throughout their 

time in High School.  
What are you most excited about teaching at WD?  It is fun to be back and see things from the staff’s point of view. 

What are your plans for FBLA?  This first year my plan is to learn as much as I can about FBLA and try to keep the 

membership number up. I think last year they had around 100 members, so I hope we can have that many kids involved again this year. 

How tall are you?  6’3”.  

Did you play sports in high school? Yes, cross country, basketball, baseball, and tennis.  

What is your favorite thing to do in your free time? Hang out with friends and family.  

What is your favorite NFL team? Packers.  

Which class is your favorite to teach? Accounting or Entrepreneurship.  

New Teacher Interviews  Page 5 BOBCAT BULLETIN 
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Nurse’s Station  
Keeping Students Healthy 
BY JEN MATERNACH, SCHOOL NURSE 

Western Dubuque High School would like 

to decrease the spread of the flu at our 

school.  We are taking measures to help our 

students stay healthy, and we need your 

help.  Influenza spreads most easily in the 

early stages of the illness.  To protect your 

child, as well as any other child, we will be 

more sensitive to the symptoms of influenza 

and will send your child home if he or she 

is ill.   

Following these recommendations will help 

prevent illness in your child and his or her 

classmates:  

Know the signs and symptoms of the flu.  

Symptoms of the flu can include fever (oral 

temperature of 100o F or greater), cough, 

sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, body 

aches, headache, and feeling very tired.  

Some people may also vomit or have diar-

rhea. 

Do not send children to school if they are 

sick.  Any child who has been determined 

to be sick while at school will be sent home. 

You should begin to plan how you will pro-

vide care for your sick child if you are not 

able to stay home with them.  

Keep sick children at home for at least 24 

hours after the fever is gone.  If you give 

your child fever reducing drugs, like ibu-

profen, ensure your child has not had a fever 

for 24 hours after the drugs have worn off. 

Teach your children the flu is spread from 

person-to-person.  Teach them to cough or 

sneeze into a tissue and then throw the tissue 

in the trash.  If a tissue is not available, teach 

them to cover their cough or sneeze using 

their elbow or sleeve instead of their hands.  

Teach your children to wash their hands 

often with soap and water for at least 20 

seconds especially after they cough or 

sneeze.  If soap and water is not available, 

an alcohol-based hand gel can be used.  You 

can set a good example by doing this your-

self.  

Teach your child not to share personal 

items.  These items include beverages, cups, 

food, unwashed utensils, or toothbrushes. 

Get your family vaccinated for seasonal flu 

when it becomes avail-

able. 

We appreciate your 

help in keeping our 

students healthy. 

 

 

Consistent Daily Attendance is a Must! 
BY CAROL FREEZE, JUVENILE COURT SCHOOL LIAISON  

Welcome to the new school year!  I certainly enjoy seeing the enthusiasm of the students as they settle in to the routine of 
school again.     
 

As a reminder, any student who is between the age of six and sixteen years old on Sept. 15 is required to attend all sched-
uled days of school.  Western Dubuque County Community School District has 180 scheduled school days.  Remember this 
is the law according to Chapter 299 of the Iowa Code. 
 

Students who are age 16 and 17 on Sept. 15 are not mandated by law to attend school.  However, they will lose their driver’s 
license if they choose not to finish their high school education. 
 

Consistent daily attendance from the start to the end of the school day is critical to a student’s success in school. Those 
with poor attendance (absences, tardiness, and leaving early) can have difficulty with academics and end up dropping out 
of school.  Research shows that students who do not graduate high school are eight times more likely to go to jail than to 
college.   
 

Poor attendance gives the message that school is not important.  School is a student’s main job and should be treated as 
such.  Educators want children to be in school, so they can get the best education possible.   
 

As parents, it is your responsibility to make sure your child is getting to school on time, every day and for the whole day.  It 
is my responsibility to assist you in your efforts making sure that students are attending school in accordance with the law.  
Together we can accomplish this.  If you have questions or concerns, please contact Carol Freeze, Juvenile Court School 
Liaison at (563) 876-3442 ext. 3038.   

FRESHMEN REMINDER:  

All 9th grade students must have an 

Iowa Department of Public Health Cer-

tificate of Dental Screening on file in 

the nurse’s office by Dec. 17th.   

 

Please contact your child’s dentist of-

fice and request a form to be mailed or 

faxed (563-876-5512) to Western 

Dubuque High School. The dental 

screen must occur no earlier than 1 year 

prior to high school enrollment.   

 

Please feel free to contact me at 563-

876-3442 ext. 3013 with any concerns 

or questions regarding financial hard-

ship or religious exemptions. 

 

 



College Reps at WDHS 

Below is a list of college reps coming to 

WDHS, as of the date of printing.  More will 

be added as we receive the notices. 

During Extended 4th Period  

1:19-1:44 p.m. 

Oct. 5th  Valparaiso University 

Oct. 8th  LaJames 

Oct .9th Wartburg 

Oct. 10th  Coe College 

Oct. 11th  Western Illinois  

Oct. 15th Mount Mercy  

Oct. 16th  Hawkeye Community College 

Oct. 17th  Iowa Central 

Oct. 18th NICC 

Oct. 22nd University of Dubuque 

Oct. 29th  Drake 

Potential Division I or II  Athlete? 

All prospective Division I and II athletes must register with the NCAA Clearing-

house to be eligible.  More information about this registration process is available in 

the guidance office.  The NCAA Clearinghouse charges a handling fee for this regis-

tration process. 

Registering For the Selective Service 

Male students who are 18 must register with the selective service within 30 days of 

turning 18, by law.  Students can register online (www.sss.gov) at age 17 years, 3 

months.  The information can be stored electronically and then registration will be 

done automatically on their 18th birthday.  Students may register in the guidance of-

fice by making a 5-10 minute appointment with their counselor. 

Freshmen  Harassment Education 

WDHS believes all students have the right to be educated without being harassed by 

others.  Therefore, all students at WDHS have gone through a harassment education 

program.  Each year all freshmen are given guidelines on how to avoid problems 

with the issue of harassment or sexual harassment, what to do to report harassment 

situations and what is considered harassing behaviors.  The freshman class had har-

assment education in their English classes during the month of September. 

PSAT/NMSQT 

The practice SAT and National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test will be given 

from 8:30-11:30 a.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 17 at WDHS.  This test is designed for 

students who are in the top 20-30% of the junior class.  They will be competing 

against the top juniors in the nation to qualify for the National Merit Scholarship.  

Top sophomores are encouraged to take the test this year as a practice run.  Please 

contact Becky in the Guidance Office to sign-up for this test and to pay the $14.00 

testing fee. 
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Guidance Services at WDHS 

Please contact the Guidance Office @ 876-3442 with any questions: 

 Casey Bryant, Professional Counselor A-K (ext. 3006) 

 Carrie Edgin, Professional Counselor L-Z (ext. 3007) 

 Laura Foust, MS/WDHS Mental Health Counselor (ext. 3036) 

 Becky Gasper, Secretary (ext. 3005) 

 

Check out the Guidance Office website @   

www.wdhs.w-dubuque.k12.ia.us/?PageName='Guidance' 

Guidance Office  

Senior Exit Interviews 

All seniors have been invited and are encouraged to sign-up to see their counselor 

for a 10-15 minute senior exit interview.  Important information is shared with sen-

iors regarding these topics:  Graduation requirements, transcripts, career search web 

sites, college web sites, college application process, college searches, financial aid 

process, scholarships, scholarship search process, etc. 

Scholarships 

The guidance office has numerous scholar-

ship information and/or applications available 

to seniors and some juniors. The complete list 

will be posted in the guidance office as they 

become available and also on the WDHS 

website under guidance office. Please have 

your student stop in periodically to check out 

this list.  

Alumni Information 

Please contact Becky Gasper in the guidance 

office at 563-876-3442 ext. 3005 or email her 

at becky.gasper@w-dubuque.k12.ia.us if you 

are interested in posting pertinent infor-

mation regarding upcoming class reunions on 

our web page.   
 

Alumni, if you have had a change in name, 

marital status, address, phone number, etc, 

please contact the guidance office so that we 

can update our records.   

 

SAT (Student Assistance Teams) 

Students who are struggling academically may be offered assistance from a team 

consisting of their teachers, counselor, principal, and parent/guardian.  This group 

would meet to produce an intervention plan to help the student improve. 

Driver’s Education 

NICC will be offering an evening class in 

Peosta.  Class runs from 6:00-8:30 p.m. Oct. 8 

to Nov. 1 on Mondays, Tuesdays, & Thurs-

days. 
 

Please contact Becky in the Guidance Office 

for a registration form.  Cost is $349.00. 

http://www.wdhs.w-dubuque.k12.ia.us/?PageName='Guidance'
mailto:becky.gasper@w-dubuque.k12.ia.us
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Activities Department  

Financial Aid Night at WDHS 

There will be a financial aid 

information night @ WDHS on 

Monday, Dec. 3, 2012 @ 6:30 

p.m. for all May 2013 graduates 

and their parents. Seniors and 

their parents are encouraged to 

attend this meeting. 

A “Fill out the FAFSA Day” is sched-

uled for Friday, Feb. 8, 2013.  The FAFSA 

on the web will be discussed, and paper 

versions will be available for those without 

internet access. 

Graduation Caps, Gowns, 
and Announcements 

The Jostens rep will be 

meeting with the entire 

senior class on Friday, 

Oct. 31, 2012 during 

extended fourth  period 

to discuss and pass out 

information regarding the ordering of their 

2013 class announcements, cap and gown, 

and any additional memorabilia they would 

like to purchase for graduation. 
 

Orders will be collected on Oct. 14, 2012 

during all lunch periods.  

           Graduation Date 

Graduation for the  

“Class of 2013” will be on  

May 26, 2013 at 2:30 p.m. 

Senior Pictures 

Senior pictures are due 

December 14, 2012 

College Planning Center 

The College–Career Planning Center 

is located in the guidance office and is 

open from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. dur-

ing the school year. This room is avail-

able for all seniors and their parents 

who would like to research and/or ap-

ply at colleges and apply for scholar-

ships. We have four computers that you 

may use and information on local col-

leges and special events that are hap-

pening. 

Benefits of High School Activities 
SUBMITTED BY JOHN HLUBEK, ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR  

The following excerpts are taken from “The Case for High School Activities” published by the National 

Federation of State High School Associations. 

At a cost of only one to 3 percent (or less in many cases) of an overall school’s budget, high school 

activity programs are one of the best bargains around.  
 

ACTIVITIES SUPPORT THE ACADEMIC MISSION OF SCHOOLS. They are not a diver-

sion, but rather they are an extension of a good educational program. Students who participate in 

activity programs tend to have higher grade-point averages, better attendance records, lower drop-

out rates, and fewer discipline problems than students generally. 
 

ACTIVITIES ARE INHERENTLY EDUCATIONAL. Activity programs provide 

valuable lessons for many practical situations. Through participation in activity programs, students 

learn teamwork, sportsmanship, winning and losing, the rewards of hard work, self-discipline, 

build self-confidence, and develop skills to handle competitive situations. These are qualities the public expects schools to pro-

duce in students, so they become responsible adults and productive citizens. 
 

ACTIVITIES FOSTER SUCCESS IN LATER LIFE. Participation in high school activities is often a predictor of later suc-

cess - in college, a career, and becoming a contributing member of society. A 1989, nationwide study by the Women’s Sport 

Foundation indicated that athletes do better in the classroom, are more involved in school activity programs, and stay involved 

in the community after graduation. The study, based on an analysis of data collected by the U.S. Department of Education’s 

High School and Beyond Study, indicated that girls receive as many benefits from sports as boys. Sports involvement was sig-

nificantly related to a lower dropout rate in some school settings and minority athletes are more socially involved than non-

athletes. Research conducted by Skip Dane of Hardiness Research, Casper, Wyoming in 1991 revealed the following about 

participation in high school sports: (1) By a 2-to-1 ratio, boys who participate in sports do better in school, do not drop out, and 

have a better chance to get through college. (2) The ratio for girls who participate in sports and do well in school is 3-to-1. (3) 

About 92 percent of sports participants do not use drugs. (4) School athletes are more self-assured. (5) Sports participants take 

average and above average classes. (6) Sports participants receive above average grades and do above average on skills tests. 

(7) Student-athletes appear to have more parental involvement than other students. 

John Hlubek 

Activities Director 
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Noteworthy Bobcat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHOTOGRAPH BY ALISSA BRICKMAN, A FLEETING MOMENT PHOTOG-

RAPHY  
 

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED BY JACOB BARNWELL  
 

Larissa Wilming, daughter of Steve and Jill Wilming, of Peosta, is 

currently a senior at Western Dubuque High School. Larissa has 

been involved in band for all four years of high school, jazz band 

for three years, and show band for two years. She has also partici-

pated in a number of honor bands around the area: WAMAC Hon-

or Band, University of Iowa Honor Band, NEIBA Honor Band, 

and Wartburg Honor Band. Larissa has also participated in All-

State auditions all four years of high school and earned second 

alternate in her sophomore year.  All of her hard work has paid off, 

and this year she has earned a spot as drum major for the marching 

band at WDHS. As one can see in her picture above, Larissa’s pri-

mary instrument is the clarinet, but she also plays piano and saxo-

phone. Outside of WDHS, Larissa is involved in various music 

organizations: the Tri-State clarinet choir, the Tri-State wind sym-

phony, and the Dubuque Youth Symphony. Outside of school and 

music, Larissa enjoys listening to music any chance she gets, draw-

ing, painting, helping out with clubs she is involved in at school, 

spending time with family and friends, and being involved in as 

many activities as possible. Some of her activities include NHS, 

Tri-M, Art Club, Show Band, and Model United Nations. When 

asked what she enjoys most about the arts program at WDHS, she 

replied, “I love the passion all of the teachers put into their work 

every day. They pass it on to all of us and make the arts an exciting 

learning experience. They give us a chance at opportunities we 

couldn’t experience anywhere else.” 

All-State Band and Choir 

BY EMILY VAUGHAN 

All-State is when band/choir students audition for a spot in the 

prestigious All-State orchestra or choir where they perform with 

the most talented music students in the entire state. The road to 

achieving this honor is filled with frustration and dedication, but 

what exactly does it entail? Ms. Tipple, the Western Dubuque 

Choir teacher, elaborated on what the choir students needed to 

do to compete: 
 

Emily Vaughan: What do choir students need to do to compete? 
 

Tipple: They have to learn seven songs, two in Latin and one in 

Creole (Haitian) at the Wartburg Camp in August, and they per-

form the songs [for judges] on Oct. 20. When they are actually 

there, however, the students find out what section they audition 

on. It usually varies whether the vocalists audition solo, in pairs, 

or in an ensemble. 
 

EV: Who judges the auditions? 
 

T: State-Association approved judges (who undergo certification 

tests), but the judges are music teachers or professors. 
 

EV: Who are they [the choir students] competing against? 
 

T: All the kids in the center area, like in Dubuque or Cedar Rap-

ids. 
 

EV: How many of your students have made it into All-State? 

T: At least two every year or so. 
 

EV: How do you pick students to audition? 
 

T: I usually suggest it to a group of students I think would be 

interested, and then it’s their choice whether or not they want to 

audition. 
 

The All-State Orchestra and Band auditions are held on Oct. 7 

and is a very different process from the All-State Choir audi-

tions. Mr. Omarzu explained the procedures for band students’ 

auditions: 
 

Emily Vaughn: What do band students need to do to enter? 

Omarzu: Play all their scales, play the required etudes, and play 

a solo of their [the student’s] choice. 
 

EV: Who are the judges? 
 

O: We never know but usually Iowa band directors. 
 

EV: Who are they [the band students] competing against? 
 

O: There are six districts, and we are the Northeast District, so 

they’re competing against students from Cedar Rapids all the 

way to 1-80. 
 

EV: How many of your students have made it into All-State? 
 

O: A dozen. 

Show Your Spirit 

BY MOLLY BECKER 

This year’s Western Dubuque High School Cheerleading squad is bigger and better. With 13 girls on the squad, the children’s 

cheer camp was a breeze. Teaching 94 young girls from pre-K through eighth grade in the north gym of the high school was no 

small feat. The squad also had their own camp after the youth camp, during which they learned new techniques, cheers, and stunts. 

Camp included a team-building exercise in which the squad had to get their teammates across a sea of lava (a red wrestling mat) 

with a pair of imaginary magic shoes. Another team-building exercise was a cheer night out, where the whole squad spent an even-

ing together, having fun. This year’s cheer night out was a sleepover, which included Twister ™, horror movies, and a team-

bonding games. With the new squad prepped and ready to go, they are looking forward to the upcoming season!  



October / November    Page 10 Photographs  

 

Student Articles  
Student Council 
 

BY RAEGAN HOEFLER, JUNIOR CLASS PRESIDENT 

 

Hello Bobcats! The student council has been 

very busy since the beginning of the new 

school year! To start off, we had members rep-

resent Western Dubuque at the Dyersville area 

Relay for Life, where we sold pizza donated by 

Chad’s. We also held our annual back-to-

school dance, which was a great success and 

got everyone excited about being a Bobcat!  

 

On Sept. 11, we led a moment of silence for 

the entire school in remembrance of all those 

who have passed in the terrorist attacks eleven 

years ago. We would like to thank all of the 

civil servants who risk their lives every day to 

help save and protect others.  

 

Along with all of this, we spent weeks plan-

ning every detail of Homecoming, from the 

powder-puff football game on Monday to the 

dance on Saturday. We are very proud to say it 

was a huge success once again! 

 

In the upcoming weeks and months ,we will be 

planning our Veterans Day assembly and will 

be attending the Iowa State Leadership Confer-

ence. Last year at the conference, we were 

selected as the Iowa State Honor Council, the 

second highest award that can be given out to a 

high school student council. This year we have 

set our sights on the highest award!  

PHOTOGRAPH BY BEN RESSLER 

Mr. Feldmann and Mr. Hoeger hold the $2,500 

donation from Shopko’s grand opening. 
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What was Your Favorite Homecoming Dress-Up Day? 

STUDENT SURVEY CONDUCTED BY SYDNEY LUNDGREN 

PHOTOGRAPH BY KAITLYN SOLA 

Homecoming Week is off to a great start at Western Dubuque!  Pictured here (left to right) 

are some of Monday’s best “beach” outfits for each grade level:  Marcus Ingels (11th 

grade), Rachel Demmer (11th grade), Maggie Webber (11th grade), Collin Koerperich 

(10th grade), Mitchell McAndrew (10th grade), Justin Curtis (10th grade), Olivia Nauman 

(10th grade), and Ike McDermott (9th grade).   

Math Club Population Multiplies 

BY BRITTNI WENDLING & MEGAN KEMP 

The Western Dubuque Math Club is off to a great start this school year! Sixty-

three students have joined math club so far. There are a total of nine freshmen, 

21 sophomores, 22 juniors, and two seniors. Not only has the club doubled in 

size, but it also has gained the opportunity to bring more people to math com-

petitions. Math competitions are events where students gather and take on a 

series of college-level mathematic tests individually and with group members. 

Aside from math competitions, the math club also meets on a weekly basis to 

discuss different events, fundraisers, and even some math! 
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An Interview with the Varsity Volleyball 

Coach 
 

BY ABBEY KOERPERICH 

 

On Thursday, Sept. 15, 2012, I got the scoop on the Western 

Dubuque Girls’ Volleyball team. This is Varsity Head Coach 

Carrie Edgin’s 11th year at Western Dubuque coaching var-

sity volleyball. Edgin is also one of the two guidance counse-

lors at Western Dubuque. Before she became a coach at 

WDHS, Carrie was an assistant volleyball coach at West 

Point Marquette and Beckman, and also a club coach for a 

number of years. 

The returning letter winners are Brette Correy and Marissa 

Kluesner. This year’s toughest competition, according to 

Coach Edgin, will be Solon. “My goals for the rest of the 

season are to win our own tournament, meet statistical goals 

every match, have a high team GPA, and have a winning 

record,” said Coach Edgin. She also told the Westerner that 

she loves coaching both of her daughters, but they have to 

completely separate home from the court. “And I’m much 

harder on them than anybody else.” Coach Edgin’s favorite 

part of being the varsity coach this year is the exceptional 

group of girls she is able to work with. “They all work hard, 

never complain, and support each other!” 

An Interview with Mr. Mark Digmann, 

Western Dubuque Cross Country 
INTERVIEW BY ANA BARRETT 
 

How has the 2012 cross-country season been going so far 

this year? Well, we are three weeks into the season and our 

main goal is to get the girls healthy and have the boys pack 

up. As usual, there are many injuries we need to take care of 

while it is still early in the season. We’ve put the work in; 

we just need to get everyone healthy. Our Junior Varsity 

boys won the meet Saturday, Sept. 8 at North Fayette. 
 

How do the numbers look this year? This year is a re-

building year for us because we lost a few strong seniors in 

the last two years. We have a large amount of freshman girls 

that show a lot of promise. We’re on the high end in terms 

of numbers this year with about 40 kids out, which is always 

great to have. 
 

What are your goals for the season? I want to see the girls 

get quicker and have the boys move up if they want to have 

a chance of going to State. We’re 3A-good, not quite 4A-

good. We also need to get Dakota Tell and Abby Heider-

scheit healthy for the varsity girls’ team. 

 

WDHS Cross Country runners Nick Webber and Alex Daly race to 

the finish line at North Fayette.   

Creative Writing and Journalistic Publications 

Presents the Bobcat Bulletin 

 
BY GRETCHEN KRATOCHWILL, ENGLISH TEACHER & NEWSPAPER ADVI-

SOR 

This year, I am pleased to announce that the Bobcat Bulletin will be a 

student-generated project.  Student contributors within this edition are 

enrolled in Western Dubuque High School's new course offering--

Creative Writing and Journalistic Publications.  Thus far, these students 

have written two poems and a variety of articles, as seen in this issue.  In 

addition, the newspaper staff will continue to submit publications to the 

Dyersville Commercial and the Cascade Pioneer.  The students will also 

be experimenting with a variety of creative genres in class.  Our next 

project involves writing and illustrating children's stories.   
 

Later this year, we will be showcasing some of this student work in our 

first annual "Writer's Night Out."  This night is to be held Dec. 15 in the 

WDHS old gymnasium (more information to come in our next issue).  

Two poems, two short stories or essays, and three one-act plays will be 

selected by a panel of judges.  Students whose one-act plays are selected 

will have the chance to team with the WDHS Drama Department and 

direct their own works.  These plays and the other selected pieces will be 

performed in a dinner-theater atmosphere.   
 

Finally, you may notice some changes within the Bobcat Bulletin, as 

students are currently learning the formatting associated with AP 

(Associated Press) Style.  For example, AP Style does not utilize the 

standard format for book or movie titles; instead of italicizing these ti-

tles--which students would need to do in their papers for English class--

AP Style places these titles in quotation marks.  However, AP prefers 

magazine and newspaper titles to remain italicized.  You can imagine the 

confusion; yet, the students who have contributed to this issue are learn-

ing the rigid structure of journalism fast!   
 

Thanks for reading!  We hope you enjoy this issue and those to come!   
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Clarke College Art Show  

 BY BRE HONKOMP 

From Oct. 21 until Nov. 9, Clarke College will be displaying artwork 

from several different schools. Only three students from each school 

were selected, and each student is only allotted two pieces. The three 

students from our school are Katy Fishnick, Bre Honkomp, and La-

rissa Wilming. Katy Fishnick’s pieces are entitled “Dragon” and 

“Guitars.” She used acrylic paint to create her masterpieces. Katy 

Fishnick says that her inspiration was, “My guitars hanging on my 

wall. I have been fascinated by dragons, and I love the freedom to 

draw them anyway I want.” Bre Honkomp’s pieces are titled “Pastel 

Dragons” and “Sea Serpent.” She used clay and glaze for “Pastel 

Dragons” and paper mache with acrylic paint for “Sea Serpent”. Bre 

Honkomp’s inspiration was from previous drawings she had made. 

Larissa Wilming’s pieces are “Clarinet” and “Instrument Medley.” 

She used mixed media and acrylic paint for her projects. Her inspira-

tion was, “My love of music.” After speaking to the three students, I 

asked Mrs. Vicki Recker, Western Dubuque’s art instructor, how she 

choose the pieces. She said, “We went through photos of all the piec-

es from last year’s school art show, and chose the strong pieces from 

the underclassmen.” Everybody is invited to attend, and students 

interested in art are encouraged to go.  

Bass Choir  

By MEGAN LENANE AND ALLY ZAUCHE  

This year the Western Dubuque High School music depart-

ment decided to add a new choir to the school, making the 

school have four choirs. The new choir this year is the bass 

choir, which is a choir made up of men; thus, it is also 

called the “men's choir.” WDHS decided to add this choir 

to its curriculum because there was an all-girls choir, 

which students took an interest in. The number of people in 

the bass choir this year is 14, which is very good for its 

first year. The unique thing about the bass choir is the dif-

ferent sound and type of music they sing. The music they 

sing is more barber-shop because their pitches range from 

tenor to bass, which gives them a unique sound compared 

to the rest of the choirs. The grades involved in bass choir 

range from freshmen to seniors, covering the whole high 

school spectrum. The students involved seem to enjoy bass 

choir and think it is a great addition to the school. We wish 

them good luck and a great year. Go bass choir! 

PHOTOGRAPH BY NIKKI CUPPS 

Left to right: Bre Honkomp  with her “Pastel Dragons” and “Sea 

Serpent” pieces, Katy Fishnick with her piece entitled “Dragon,” 

and Larissa Wilming with her “Clarinet” piece.  These pieces, 

and those mentioned in the article, will be on display at Clarke 

College.   

Bobcat Football 
 

BY BRAD PRIER 

 

On Friday, Aug. 24, in Dyersville, Iowa, Western Dubuque and 

Beckman competed once again. Beckman had possession of the 

ball for the majority of the first quarter. Western Dubuque had a 

great pass set up by Dylan Kramer to the red-zone (within the 20 

yard line). Western Dubuque scored shortly after and the extra 

point was good to make it 7-0. Beckman scored in the third quarter 

but the extra point was no good to make the score 7-6. With three 

minutes left in the game, Beckman had the ball within 30 yards of 

the end zone, but it proved to be too far for the field goal. Beck-

man continued to advance but not far enough to make it. With less 

than 30 seconds on the clock, Beckman fumbled, and Western 

Dubuque lined up in their victory formation. Western Dubuque has 

not been lucky since, losing to Maquoketa 7-30 and losing to West 

Delaware 6-26. Coach Kuhle had this to say, “As always, it is great 

to beat Beckman.  The team played a hard-fought game and came 

out on top.  Our defense did a great job.  Keeping them at six 

points was no easy task.  After the rivalry game, we moved on to 

the tough Maquoketa team. We made them look much better than 

they are. We blocked and tackled poorly and paid the price for it.  

The week after, we traveled to Manchester.  West Delaware has a 

very good program.  We played better than we did a week ago.  A 

couple of key turnovers kept the game from being closer than it 

was.”  On Sept. 29, for the Homecoming game, the Bobcats will 

face Oelwein.  
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And the Band Played On 
 

BY EMILY VAUGHAN 

 

A train whistle blared across the clear night sky. Some of the 

members of the Western Dubuque Bobcat Marching Band re-

member that a train went by last year when they were on Mount 

Pleasant’s football field, ready to perform. On Sept. 17 of 2011, 

that whistle blew on the night they won third place in the 3A 

division. Things were different then; now they are a 4A band, a 

4A band of 69 members that went against other 4A bands that 

averaged around 100, maybe more. 

“Drum majors Nikki White, Jenny Brehm, and Larissa 

Wilming, is your band ready?” the announcer called up from 

the judge’s box, as if some unseen entity, alerting both the band 

and the crowd. The band was facing the other direction, waiting 

for their drum majors to turn them around. 

“Band, about face!” the drum majors commanded with a couple 

claps. 

“One, two,” the band responded, turning around to face the 

audience. 

“You may take the field,” the announcer said, and the drum 

majors raced to their posts. 

The show went quickly, flying by as fast as they ran through 

their songs. “Peer Gynt Suite No. 1” seemed to be over as soon 

as Brooke Bockenstedt opened with her beautiful flute solo 

followed by Sam Nauman with his electric cello. “He Makes 

His Move” was over as soon as Trevor Then’s horn solo 

reached the audience’s ears. The crowd watched in complete 

silence for almost fifteen minutes until the flags began perform-

ing the Harvard Baseball Team’s dance to “Call Me Maybe”; 

the crowd cheered loudly. Almost as soon as they got a reac-

tion, the band’s show was over, and they left the field in a stern 

silence even as the crowd cheered them on. 

“You did great,” some passersby said. The band members po-

litely thanked them, internally asking whether they had even 

watched the show. The show was over, and they could watch 

the other 4A bands. The other bands were great, their sound 

amazing and intimidating. 

The gold sequins on the drum majors’ uniforms sparkled bright-

ly in the harsh stadium lights as they waited on the track for the 

awards, along with the other drum majors. The Bobcat band 

waited in the stadium, both eager and dreading the announce-

ment of the 4A placements. 

After watching all the awards for “Best Drum Line” and “Best 

Color Guard” being awarded to other bands, the Bobcat band’s 

eagerness was quickly being squelched by a tidal wave of 

dread. 

“Eighth place in the 4A division is the Western Dubuque Bob-

cat Marching Band,” the announcer said, the drum majors ac-

cepting their small trophy with as much pride as they would for 

first. 

Back on the bus and on the way home, there were no tears or 

feelings of bitterness. Band members continued to laugh and 

chat happily, accepting their placement. It was not because they 

were bad; it was because they were up against people who were 

phenomenal. There was room for improvement as there always 

is, but one band member said it best to their half-asleep com-

panion: 

“We’ll get ‘em next time.” 

Senior Spotlight 

INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED BY MIRANDA HOGAN & RACHEL JACKSON 

Name: Nikki White. 

Age: 17. 

Town: Worthington. 

Activities: Band, volleyball, tennis, softball, 4-H, 

National Honor Society (NHS), chess club. 

Favorite things about your activities: Favorite is 

volleyball because I love the sport. My teammates are 

great, and they make it fun. 

Why you are in your activities: I like the aspects of 

it, and I love sports. 

Plans after high school: Attend Iowa State and major in Engineering. 

Dream job: A civil engineering job working on construction sites. 

Favorite movies: I like funny movies; horror movies scare me, and I usually 

can’t watch the whole thing. I like Grease and the not animated Teenage Mu-

tant Ninja Turtles. 

Favorite actor/actress: Actor is Ryan Gosling and Liam Hemsworth., actress 

would be Jennifer Lawrence. 

Favorite song: “Too Good to be True” by Edens Edge. 

All about you: I am a middle child; I have three siblings. My family owns 

K&K Logo Designs. I live on a dairy farm. I’m really into sports, and I like to 

meet new people. I’ve been accepted to Iowa State, and I want to attend as an 

engineer student. 

Name: Emily Schlarmann. 

Age: 17. 

Town: Worthington. 

Activities: Involved in band and National Honor 

Society (NHS). 

Favorite things about your activities: Band is 

fun. Each day offers new challenges and tasks to 

overcome, and ,when it all falls together, it is very 

rewarding. NHS has been a very prestigious honor. 

Why you are in your activities: They’ve helped 

me build my leadership skills and teamwork abili-

ties. 

Plans after high school: I plan to attend Mount Mercy University and major 

in nursing. 

Dream job: Someday, I want to be a care specialist at a major hospital. 

Favorite movies: “Gone With the Wind” and “Driving Miss Daisy.” 

Favorite actor/actress: Actor is Michael C. Hall from “Dexter.” 

Favorite song: “Boris the Spider” by The Who. 

All about you: I am the youngest child of 4. I think high school has been a fun 

and exciting ride, but I’m anxious to get off and move on with my life. For my 

social-norm project, I lifted shopping carts. A word of advice would be: Target 

carts are very heavy, so when you lift them and carry them, don’t hurt your 

back. It’s easier to use Wal-Mart carts. Wal-Mart also has wider aisles. 
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Upcoming Events/Entertainment  

2012 Halloween Hoot 

BY MEGAN DEMMER 

If you’re looking for a good time with 

a little fright, come down to Western 

Dubuque’s Halloween Hoot on Oct. 

27, 2012. Admission is $3.00. Doors 

open to the public at 3:00 p.m. Come 

support the show choirs by having a 

great time in the carnival with games 

for all ages. Kids can also participate 

in the costume contest at 7:30 p.m. The haunted house has light 

fright for those who dislike big scares and night fright for the brav-

er souls. Aristocats and 5th Avenue will perform a Halloween-

inspired show at 8:00 p.m. 

Student Book Reviews 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Review of “The Perks of Being a Wall-

flower” By Stephen Chbosky 
 

BY CHEYENNE PUETZ 

 

In this novel, Charlie is just like any other freshmen starting 

his first day of high school: nervous about everything. Be-

cause the novel is written in letter format from Charlie’s 

perspective, the reader learns what it is like to be a fifteen-

year-old boy struggling to fit in. Charlie brings you with him 

on his adventure of finding himself and the experiences he 

has along the way. As you read the book, you come to real-

ize that Charlie is an honest and deep character whose diary-

like letters will suck you in and make you think about your 

own life. Soon to be a movie starring Logan Lerman and 

Emma Watson, this book will make you feel every emotion 

and is worth taking the time to read.    

 

 

A Book Review of “The Fault in Our 

Stars” by John Green 

BY COLLEEN HOFFMANN 

In this fictional novel, Hazel Grace Lancaster’s life is cut 

short upon her cancer diagnosis. There is a ‘tumor-shrinking’ 

miracle drug that can buy her a few years, but her life turns 

monotonous and boring, consumed by over-protective par-

ents and cancer-support meetings. Until the gorgeous Augus-

tus Waters shows up to a meeting one night and starts to 

change her life. Hazel Grace is thrown into a whirlwind ro-

mance and starts to get the feeling that her life might be 

more than just “okay.” This book will take you on a wild 

emotional rollercoaster while tugging at your heartstrings. 

As a book that appeared on the New York Times’ Bestseller 

List and Entertainment Weekly calls “‘Luminous,’” it is well 

worth the read. John Green has written a beautiful work of 

fiction. 
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OPUS Preparation 
 

 

BY BROOKE BOCKENSTEDT  

 
 

OPUS is an honor choir for the best of the best freshmen. 

Tryouts were the week of Sept. 10 for Western Dubuque’s 

freshmen: Kennadee Bockenstedt, Erica O’Rourke, Teresa 

Brehm, Madison Schabilion, Hailey MacInerney, and Zech 

Merkes. These singers have been practicing since the begin-

ning of the school year with most of the students rehearsing 

every day with their vocal teachers. OPUS, a freshman level 

of All-State, requires much preparation along with stellar 

vocals and musical technique. A school can submit up to 12 

audition tapes; 200 students are accepted into each choir for 

OPUS. This year the musicians are auditioning on two songs: 

“Lebenslust” and “Sicutcervus.” O’Rourke, an alto singer, 

believes her vibrato will help the most in her auditions. Her 

favorite audition song is “Sicutcervus.” Merkes, a tenor voice, 

believes he will get into the OPUS choir but is not sure what 

sets him apart in his vocals. Contrary to  O’Rourke, he enjoys 

the song “Lebenslust” for the auditions. Good luck to all 

those who auditioned! 

Fall Play Announcement 
 

BY JARRAKA ELSNER AND ALLY ZAUCHE  
 

This year, the WDHS Drama Department is putting on the play 

“The Crucible” written by Arthur Miller. “The Crucible” is a story 

that tells about the community of Salem, Massachusetts in the ear-

ly 1690s during the Salem Witch Trials. The play centers around a 

group of girls accusing people of being witches. As the accusations 

start, so does the panic, and scandals begin to circulate. This whole 

play is an representation of the Red Scare, a time when people 

were scared about the spread of communism. This year, the play 

will be performed on Nov. 9 and 10 at 7 p.m. and Nov. 11 at 2 

p.m. in the WDHS old gymnasium. See poster above for more 

information.  



Western Dubuque High School 

302 5th Ave. SW 

P.O. Box 379 

Epworth, IA  52045 

 

Calendar  
Important Dates 

 

                     October 

 19 No School - Professional  

           Development 

 26 2-Hour Early Dismissal  

  End of 1st Quarter 

 29 Start of 2nd Quarter 

    30   2-Hour Early Dismissal  

           Parent/Teacher Conferences  

  (3:30 - 8:00 p.m.) 

 

  

Looking Ahead 
 

December 

 5 3-Hour Early Dismissal -  

            Professional Development 

 20 2 –Hour Early Dismissal 

21-31 No School (Winter Break) 

 

January 

 1-2 No School (Winter Break) 

 10 End of 1st Semester 

 11 No School - Professional  

              Development 

 14 Start of 2nd Semester 

    23    3 –Hour Early Dismissal -     

            Professional Development 

Board of Education 

Jeanne Coppola 

Mark Knuth 

Gary McAndrew 

Robert McCabe 

Chad Vaske 
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The policies of the Western Dubuque County Community School District shall provide educational programs, 

activities, and employment practices which do not discriminate on the basis of age, color, creed, national 

origin, race, religion, marital status, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, socioeconomic status, physi-

cal or mental ability or disability. The Western Dubuque County Community School District is an Equal Em-

ployment Opportunity/Affirmative Action employer.Any person having inquiries about this statement, please 

contact Tina Brestrup, Equity Coordinator, 563-744-3885 x 6010, or tina.brestrup@w-dubuque.k12.ia.us 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

November 

       1  2-Hour Early Dismissal  

            Parent/Teacher Conferences 

  (3:30 - 8:00 p.m.) 

      2 No School 

      7 3-Hour Early Dismissal -  

            Professional Development  

     21   2-Hour Early Dismissal     

     22 No School (Thanksgiving) 

     23   No School (Thanksgiving) 

mailto:tina.brestrup@w-dubuque.k12.ia.us

